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Fassade for University dairy plant

ChallengeBackground

Architecture

Cornell University’s College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences 
undertook a $105 million renovation 
of Stocking Hall, the 88-year-old home 
of its Department of Food Science. A 
key element of the project was the 
creation of a new 1,130 m² Dairy Plant 
and the Cornell Dairy Bar. The facility 
plays a central role in both academic 
instruction and research, producing 
over 530,000 liters of milk, 75,000 
liters of ice cream, and 15,000 liters of 
yogurt and pudding annually. For such 
an environment, construction materials 
needed to be durable, sanitary, and 
easy to clean—making stainless steel 
the natural choice.

The project required custom stainless steel 
beams for a glass façade, balancing strength and 
aesthetics. Challenges included:
• Producing over 13.2 tons of stainless steel 

beams with non-standard flange widths and 
thicknesses.

• Meeting the required grit 240 polished finish 
for both functionality and visual consistency.

• Delivering 42 beams of 9,120 mm length 
within a strict 10-week production schedule, 
aligned with the overall construction timeline.

Montanstahl supplied special laser fused 
stainless steel beams in grades 304 / 304L, 
customized to the project’s specifications. 
Precision fabrication and polishing ensured the 
required finish and structural integrity. Close 
collaboration enabled on-time delivery, despite 
the demanding schedule. The result was a façade 
structure that met both technical and aesthetic 
expectations, contributing to the creation of a 
modern research hub and landmark dairy 
production facility for Cornell University.

Solution
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